
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman’s after dinner Address to the Maresfield Conservation Group 
Annual Winter Supper at the Chequers Inn. January 4th 2013. 

 After thanking Chris Hanks, General Manager at the Chequers, 
Clive said:  “This evening is a major event of the year, and it is very 
pleasant to hold in such convivial surroundings and one of our foremost 
historical buildings. The management of the Chequers are very supportive 
of us throughout the year, particularly in respect of the annual Arts & 
Crafts Show and it is only right and proper that we show support of this 
excellent business, which is a credit to the village, by holding this 
important function here. 
 Most recently they have been very accommodating, both 
financially and in provision of a high profile site, in respect of our new 
flagpole which was organised by Graham Allt, who also bore the brunt of 
the cost, and we thank them and him for this fine addition to the village. 
 We have a number of new members with us this evening, and it is 
very pleasing that our membership continues to grow. We are a group 
which thrives upon the input of those who willingly give their time to 
volunteer on many levels, particularly in our fund raising activities upon 
which rely so heavily, and with many changes currently taking place in the 
village, and opposing views on some topics, we need the strong support 
of our members. In this connection the Executive Committee are pleased 
to announce that surviving founding members of the Group, who have 
given and continue to give outstanding service, are to be awarded Life 
Membership. These are: Ken Ogden, Mary Wrake, Graham Allt, Peter 
Selby, Chrissy Maynard, Sonja Conway, John Foster, Alec Loten, Brunni 
Townsend, Mrs Titcombe, John Gutteridge and Mike Bachelor. In 
addition, the exceptionally talented Dick Thompson is made A Life 
President. This year has been an interesting and challenging year so far, 
particularly for me as I only became Chairman during the summer at the 
AGM. That aside, it has been a year in which the Executive Committee has 
strengthened and focused, we have some truly excellent members, and 
brought about new innovations. In particular, and in order to expand the 
flow of information we have, as I hope you are all aware, instigated a new 
interactive Web-site Maresfield Conservation Group.co.uk Now firmly into 
the 21st century, this technology which we must embrace as a wonderful 
tool to aid us in achieving our aims and goals. It is of crucial importance  
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that, having so many members, our voice is heard and listened to in 
matters affecting our community, and our daily lives, and I firmly believe 
that when it reaches full capacity this web-site will help us tremendously 
in this regard. 
 If you look at the “History of Maresfield” page on the web-site, 
written by John Wrake, you will see that he refers to Maresfield in Tudor 
times as being a thriving village, very large by contemporary standards, 
with a population approaching one thousand people centred on the Iron 
Industry. Although I recognise that we shall never again cast the cannon 
which puts as at the heart of the international arms trade, there will be 
new industry returning to Maresfield, in the Business Park, new villagers 
through the current building programme and, if we all work together, we 
shall perhaps regain some of the facilities which have been slowly lost to 
us over many years and be able to conserve the heritage and thriving 
spirit of the village for years to come. 
 When I first started thinking about this brief address a close friend 
of mine said. “Clive, remember that everyone in the room is on your side” 
He was actually suggesting that I refrain from being controversial, which 
rather spoils my fun, but I have no need to be. I want exactly what we all 
want; to conserve Maresfield in the true sense and spirit of the word, to 
save from decay, and provide for future generations. 

Thank you and may I wish you all a Very Happy New Year. 
Clive Wilson 
Chairman Maresfield Conservation Group. 

------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

WANTED 
We are still looking for a permanent Treasurer. A willing and computer 
literate person will be able to undertake this role and although they 
would be an elected Executive Committee member they could be ex 
officio. 

-------------------------------------------------------------- 
Is there someone out there who would be willing to MC (run) the Annual 

QUIZ NIGHT ? 
Call the Secretary 01825 764799 
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A HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM THE Secretary 
There are occasions that cause some members some concern in 

regard to Committee decisions may affect them. There are also occasions 
of course when some members will not agree with them, but you can be 
sure that any decisions we make do take into consideration how it will 
affect members and the village at large.  We will always try to make a 
decision that will bring most benefit and the least disadvantage to this 
community. 

At this time we are trying to deal with the very difficult 
Neighbourhood Development Plan which will in some way affect us all. 
You will recall that we sent out a survey in late 2012 to try to ascertain, 
from a series of scenarios for the various development sites available 
under SHLAA, where to locate 50 homes to be built under the Wealden 
District Council Core Strategy, which cannot be breached. The survey 
indicated that the proposed ambitions, subject to landowner approval, for 
the various sites was desirable, therefore the raft of benefits on land 
south of Park Farm was considered, by the Committee, as the only site 
that could deliver the most benefit to this community. Specifically, it 
would give access to open countryside to all, and put land, in trust, in 
perpetuity to this community, which would act as a barrier to further 
development south forever and maintaining a strategic gap between the 
bypass and Maresfield and between Maresfield and Uckfield. 

For a number of years now a small group of us have been meeting 
and negotiating with the landowners of the land south of Park Farm, 
without necessarily committing to development or a developer, for access 
for all over this land. Access for all means, as well as able bodied, disabled 
persons, some of whom have wheelchairs or mobility scooters or parents 
of children, not only children that can run about unaided but those in 
pushchairs and prams & also kids on cycles, walking groups and of course 
the rest who in fact regularly trespass on the land.  

The opportunity now exists for this to become a reality under the 
WDC Core Strategy which provides for 50 homes to be built in Maresfield 
on one of 5 selected sites, this land being one of those sites. The 
Conservation Group has delivered its conclusions to the Parish Council 
Steering Group to be considered in its final submission to the Parish 
Council and it remains to be seen how they deal with this.             Con’t P5 
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(page11). If you are in doubt about whether you have or not filled in a 
form, simply fill another in or contact me. Don’t worry we can only claim it 
once from records that we have. 
Membership Secretary. 
 I am pleased to announce that Stan Sadowski, has agreed to take 
on the role of membership Secretary from me this coming spring. Whilst I 
cannot say that it is an easy job to do, it has its’ merits, in as much that 
the MS is in touch with many members at all times. He is responsible for 
recruitment, collection of donations/membership fees, through the 
nominated volunteer collectors whom he also has to recruit. Currently we 
are 3 collectors short and we would welcome some more volunteers. Let 
Stan know if you are a willing helper or you have a member of the family 
or a neighbour that might be prepared to do this. 
 Being a Voluntary Charity Group we enjoy large support from the 
village, but it is easy to lose membership when you consider that about 
10% of the population changes every year. It is important that if you 
move, you hand over details of the group to the new resident, or let me or 
Stan have their details so that we can make early contact, not least of 
which will be to welcome them to our village.  Stan’s contact details are: 
Email: stansadowski242@btinternet.com 
Tele: 01825 762933  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Saturday 23rd 
 March 2013 
  Village Clean Up Day    
   & Car Park      

   Landscape  Maintenance 
10-00 AM FROM CHURCH CAR PARK 

 
 

Secretary from Page 4. 
 After all the deliberations the NDP will be decided by a 
referendum on the whole Parish and we as a Group will have to see what 
is recommended. However we believe that our submission is the best for 
this community and we advise members accordingly. 
 Our village hall is a most important asset of the village and is run 
by a small group of people that form the Management Committee. This 
Committee works extremely hard to keep the building up to a high 
standard of repair and cleanliness. 
 Users of the hall will, I am sure agree, that the Maresfield Village 
Hall Committee have achieved great things this year. First of all the entire 
floor was renewed at a cost of around £18k. Then most of the chairs, 60 
replaced the old ones that had served well for many years, and then some 
of the very heavy collapsible tables were replaced followed by the 
renewal of the curtains covering the alcoves and finally the up-lighters in 
the hall and lights in the cafe area were renewed at a cost of about £3k. 
All of the money to pay for these things comes from events and public 
donations with some grants from matching finance as well as from local 
groups like the MCG.To continue to make improvements and to build up 
funds again the Village Hall Trustees need your help and of course lettings 
to cover its costs. Please if you can help in any way by donating or using 
the hall or even joining the band of helpers please contact the 
management  committee to let them know you can help or to make a 
donation. Call or email Jean 07932 824571 benbowjean@aol.co.uk or 
Nicky 07876 718955 maresfieldvillagehall@gmail.com 
Membership 
The current membership stands close to the 400 aimed for this year but 
the Membership Fees have risen to the highest ever, at £1,850 which will 
attract nearly an additional £500 in Gift Aid. Gift Aid is freely given by 
central government to assist Charity’s but it has to be collected on 
authority from a member taxpayer.  About 77% of members have filled 
out a Gift Aid Form and I make no apology in asking once again those that 
have not completed a form to please consider doing so. It involves nothing 
but to fill in the form and return to me. (The taxman does not come 
knocking). I therefore take the liberty of enclosing a Gift Aid Form again  
 

mailto:stansadowski242@btinternet.com
mailto:benbowjean@aol.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maresfield Art 

Festival & 

Picture Sale 
Bank Holiday Monday 

May 6th 

2013 

10-00 am t0 3-30pm 
Set up Sunday the5th May 

 

Entries now being considered call Clive 766815              

Or Michael 764799  

for entry forms and conditions 
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VILLAGE CHRISTMAS TREE 
 

Yet again, I have so many people to thank for helping with the 
sourcing, collection, erection and decorating of the village Christmas Tree. 

It started with Laura Steven-Smith very kindly offering to donate a 
tree for the village, for which we are most grateful.  Then on Friday 7th 

December, Jan, a friend of mine, who had the use of her husband’s lorry, 
Stuart Robinson, Brendan Martin, Brendan’s dad and myself, set off to 
collect the tree.  Luckily the weather was kind to us but it was still very 
wet underfoot and my friend Jan was worried about getting her lorry 
stuck in the mud (her husband had jobs to do the next day and wouldn‘t 
have been a very happy bunny!).  So with this in mind, it was decided that 
we would carry it from the wood, along a track and back to the lorry. 
Well, I should rephrase that….we (Jan, Laura and I) decided the men 
should carry it back! In fact we brought back not one tree but three, one 
for the village, one for the church and one for my friend Jan.  On our 
return two trees were unloaded and laid in the churchyard ready for the 
next day. 
 Saturday morning, 8th December, turned out to be cold but with 
blue skies and lots of sunshine and at 10am work began. The working 
crew was Kim Braddle, Stuart Robinson, Mike Bachelor, Dick & Ann 
Thompson, Sheila Cumming, my daughter Katie and her husband Paul 
Brigden.   
We had a bit of a challenge this year in that we couldn’t get up on the flat 
roof to decorate the top section of the tree so had to do it before the tree 
went up……. fun and games that was!  Plus Katie, seven months pregnant, 
was unable to climb about as much as last year. 

Christina and Johnnie, from The Lodge, surpassed themselves once 
again by keeping us warm with tea and coffee, mulled wine, hot mince 
pies and even, would you believe beef stew and dumplings,  So, not only 
do they let us dig up their garden but they feed us as well!  Even their 
little baby Sienna put in an appearance…I think she was duly impressed 
with how things were progressing as she smiled a lot. 
This year we teamed up with the church for the lighting up ceremony in 
the evening.  I would think that close to a hundred people turned up, and 
even though there were fine logistical problems, I feel it was a great   C P9 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

success. The children sang traditional carols, which was lovely. We 

enjoyed hot mince pies and mulled wine for which thanks must go to Carol 
Wheeler, Mary Wrake, Sheila Cummings and Friends of the Church.  
 We were so lucky because even Father Christmas came along to 
pay us a visit. At one point there was a queue of children waiting to speak 
to him and to choose a bar of chocolate from his sack. He enjoyed himself 
so much, and was made to feel so welcome by one and all, that he 
promised to come back again next year. 

Once again my thanks must go to so many people who helped to 
make this whole exercise such a success.   

Hopefully, this will now form part of a village tradition for many 
years to come. 

I wish you all a happy, healthy, peaceful and prosperous 2013. 

Pat Palmer 
 ------------------------------------------------------------------ 
  --------------------------------------------------- 
A woman was sitting in the lounge reading the paper, when her 
husband rushed by past into the hall, looked at the doormat 
and then went back to his study. A little while later he did the 
same thing again. 
Five minutes past and the husband stormed into the hall for the 
third time. “Is there something wrong dear?” the woman asked. 
“Yes there is!” he replied furiously. “My stupid computer keeps 
telling me . ‘You’ve got Mail’ ”.         Thanks to Sheila Dewsall Milton Keynes 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Darling, wouldn’t you like a Jaguar for your birthday?”  
“No I don’t think so” 
“How about a mink coat?” 
“No thanks” 
“How about a diamond necklace?” 
“No. I want a divorce” 
“Oh! I wasn’t planning to spend that much” 
              Thanks, Prarie Home Companion Pretty Good Jokes Book 
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Carole’s First of the Year 
                     SCOTCH BROTH  
 
This is a soup to warm you on the coldest of days and is substantial 
enough for a light lunch with crusty bread. 
 
115g (4oz) lean minced lamb 
25g (1oz) pearl barley 
1 large onion chopped finely 
2 carrots chopped 
2 small turnips chopped 
2 leeks sliced thinly 
Salt and pepper 
4 tbsp chopped parsley, to serve 
 
Dry fry the mince in a large saucepan fir 5 minutes, stirring frequently to 
separate and lightly brown it. Pour on 1.2 litres (2 pints) of cold water. 
Bring to the boil and then use a large shallow spoon to remove any scum 
that forms on the surface. 
Reduce the heat, add the pearl barley and prepared vegetables and 
season with salt and pepper. Cover and leave to simmer gently for 50-60 
minutes. 
Adjust seasoning to taste and serve with parsley and warm bread! 
Lovely! 
 
To go with soup and virtually fat free, 
 

Crispy Turkey Rashers. 
 
4 Turkey rashers 
1 spring onion 
Grill rashers until crispy, cool, and divide over soup, can be kept in boxes 
for future use! 
 
Thanks to Weight Watchers cook book. 
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Gift Aid Declaration 
Maresfield Conservation Group.  

(Reg. Charity No. 1104136) 

Details of donor 
Title……..Forename(s)…………………………… 
Surname……………………………………………….. 
Address……………………………………………………………………

……………………………………............................ 
.................................................................. 
Post Code……………………………………………………. 
 

I want the charity to treat 
*the enclosed donation of £……………… as a Gift Aid donation 
*all donations that I make from the date of this declaration until I 
notify you otherwise as Gift Aid donations. 
and all donations I make from the date of this declaration until I 

notify you otherwise, as Gift Aid donations. 
*delete as appropriate 
 
You must pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains 
Tax at least equal to the tax that the charity reclaims on your 
donations in the appropriate tax year. 
(currently 28p for each £1 you give). 
Date………./………./……….  
 

Signature 
  ....................................................................................................................... 

1. You can cancel this Declaration at any time by notifying the charity. 
2. If in the future your circumstances change and you no longer pay tax on 
your income and capital gains equal to the tax that the charity reclaims, 
you can cancel your declaration. 
3. If you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim further tax relief in your 
Self Assessment tax return. 
4. I you are unsure whether your donations qualify for Gift Aid tax relief, 
ask the charity, or refer to help sheet IR65 on the HMRC web site. 
(www.hmrc.gov.uk) 

5. Please notify the charity if you change your name or address 
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Events now Booking 

“Quiz 
Night” 

Saturday 
16th March 2013 

6-30 for 7-00pm start 

Great Night inc. Supper 
£7-00 per person 

Tables of 6 please. 
Bring your own drinks & 

glasses 
“Nibbles on the tables” 

Book Now Call 01825 764799 
   . 
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MARESFIELD CONSERVATION GROUP COMMITTEE. 
             FOR THE YEAR 2012/13 

Name.                Appointment.         Address (all Maresfield).    Tele. 01825. 
Mr Clive Wilson Chairman         2 Field End                              766815              
 
Mr. M V Wheeler          Secretary          22, Field End                          764799 
 
Mrs Sheila Cumming   Deputy Chairman   Sunlands The Drive MP 767484 
 
Mr. D Thompson           Member           Newnham Cott. B. B. Rd      763179 
 
Mr. K Ogden                   Member          The Mill House, London Rd  761433 
 
Mr J Gutteridge             Member           7, Queens Drive                      764781 
 
Mrs. Mary Wrake         Member            Parkfield, Batts Bridge Rd    762727 
 
Mrs Pat Palmer             Member             26 Field End                           764804 
 
Mr Kim Braddle            Member             30 Ringles Cross                    765214 
 
Mr Stan Stadowski     Member             Farthings The Drive MP        762933                
                                       Membership Secretary 
 Vacant                         Treasurer            (Temporary See Secretary) 

 
Julie Best                 Minute Secretary                        

Committee meetings usually take place on the First Wednesday of each 
month. 
Any correspondence to the Group, including Membership enquiries 
should be addressed to the Secretary at the above address. 
Members of the Committee will be pleased to discuss the Group, its 
activities and any requests for project support and it is probably 
advisable to speak with the one local to where you live in the first 
instance. 
Any Member interested in joining the Committee should in the first 
instance contact The Secretary 
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Diary 
2013 

February.  6th     Committee Meeting 
 
March.   1

st
    Start Cemetery Project                                                        

    6th    Committee Meeting 
   16

th
 (Saturday)   Quiz Night 

   23rd (Saturday)   Village Clean Up Day  
       & Car Park   
       Landscape Maintenance. 
April    3rd   

  
Committee Meeting 

 
May.    1st            Committee Meeting 
   6th    Maresfield Art Festival 
   21st    Collectors Evening 
   27

th
    Village Fete 

 
June.    5

th
    Committee Meeting 

 
July    2nd (Tuesday)   AGM 
   13th (Saturday)   Summer Supper 
August                                                                                                   No Committee Meeting 
September  4th    Committee Meeting 
 
October   2nd    Committee Meeting 
   6th (Saturday)   Village Clean Up  Day  
       & Car Park Landscape 
       Maintenance. 
   12

th..
    Fete Group event. TBA. 

      
November  6th    Committee Meeting 
   23rd    Christmas Fair & Art Sale 
 
December  4th    Committee Meeting 
    

 

2014 
January.   8th    Committee Meeting 
   3

rd
 (Friday)   Winter Supper 

 

KEEP THIS HANDY 
 

 



It was pointed have a reason to be in the village. Dick Thompson 

Organisations in Maresfield 
 
Badminton Club 01825 764975 
Bonners School 01825 762381 
Brownies  
Companions Lunch Club 07932 824571 
Conservation Group 01825 763179 
Cricket Club 01825 764315 
Field End, Res  Assoc. 01825 764799 
Football Club 01825 764496 
JG Theatre Club 01825 763588 
Kids Club 01825 762192 
Maresfield Badgers Short Mat Bowls 01825 767420 
Maresfield Bell-ringers 01825 767758 
Maresfield Bonfire Society 01825 761917 
Maresfield Dynamos Jnr Football Club 01825 749640 
Maresfield Historical Society 01825 766751 
Maresfield Lawn Bowls Club 01825 761078 
Maresfield Lawn Tennis Club 01825 762391 
Maresfield Parish Council 01825 714555 
Maresfield Residents Group 01825 763256 
Millennium Players 01825 769644 
Mother & Baby/Toddler Group 01825 764207/762192 
Parklands Residents Association 01825 767102 
Rainbow Guides 01825 765288 
Recreation Ground Committee 01825 749756 
St. Bartholomew’s Church 01825 762192 
Stoolball Club 01825 763463 
Uckfield Gymnastics Club 01825 764141 
Village Hall Bookings 07876 718955 
Village Hall Committee 01825 763947 
Wealden Indoor Bowls Centre 01825 767690 
Women’s Institute 01825 768911 

 

If your Group is not included here or the information is incorrect please 
advise the Editor on 01825 764799. 
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Directory of Maresfield Conservation Group Discounters and Business 
Supporters. 
 

Ashdown Forest Nursery. Duddleswell, Telephone 01825 712300 Nurserymen. 
Maresfield’s Local Garden Centre. All plants, trees, Garden Furniture and sundries, turf 
and much more  10% off Plants 
 
Southern Counties Landscapes (SE) Ltd.23 Goldenmiller Lane Polegate. East Sussex 
01323 482185. All soft landscaping, garden maintenance, hedge cutting, grass cutting. 
Tom Bennyworth Director 10% off any quotation. 

  
Marco Pierre White Wheelers of St James. Telephone 01825 763843 Recently 
refurbished and re-launched by Marco Pierre White, The Chequers Inn is a genuine 
eating and drinking house which offers guests a stylish yet comfortable place to eat, 
drink and sleep and is surprisingly good value for money.  

10% off Food and hot Beverages 
 

The Wok Inn Nutley Re negotiating 
10% off Food and Hot Beverage 

 
Buxted Park Hotel. Country House Hotel, Morning Coffee, Lunches, Afternoon Teas, 
Dinner,   Russell Lines. General Manager. 01825 744 333 
   10% off Food and Hot Beverage 
The Acupuncture Clinic Cherry Trees, Crowborough Hill, Crowborough. TN6 2HL. Judith 
A Bowen-Jones Lic. Ac. BSc. (Hons) Ac. MBAcC Proprietor. 01892 6649389 mobile 07593 
341439 www,acupunctureinsussex.co.uk  

10% Discount 
 
Maresfield Chiropractic Clinic 29 Shelley Villas High Street Maresfield. 01825 761768.   
Registered McTimony Chiropractor Patrick Layen DC. MMCA Gentle effective treatment 
of back, neck and shoulder pain, sciatica and general sports injuries using both 
chiropractic technique and massage.  

20% off Initial Consultation. 
 
Fred Taylor B.Sc. (Hons) Ost. Experienced Osteopath and Applied Kinesiologist. 
Osteopathy provides treatment for all joint and muscular pain or injury.  Applied 
Kinesiology provides treatment for IBS and other digestive problems, exhaustion, 
persistent rashes and eczema, underactive thyroid and many other biochemical 
dysfunctions.    
Tel: No. 07905 434639 - Bird-in-Eye Hill Farm, Bird-in-Eye Hill, Framfield. 

15% discount on first consultation, 10% on subsequent consultations. 

Remember to produce your Membership Card 

 


